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News and Notes 


Mgr. Knox's Translation of the New Testament. To the satisfaction of Catholics it 
was announced early in March that the Hierarchy of England and Wales have given 
their official approval to the new translation of the New Testament by Mgr. Knox. 
The approved edition for public use is being published by Messrs. Burns, Oates and 
Washbourne and will contain a preface by the Archbishop of Westminster. 


“ Scripture.” Though consisting so far of only eight pages our Bulletin has met 
with an encouraging welcome and many good wishes for its future development. This 
will certainly be one of our main endeavours. As membership increases and the end 
of the war draws near so do our prospects brighten. We hope that members will continue 
io send their Scriptural difficulties for solution, and that they will, for the present, excuse 
the long delay that sometimes occurs before the answer appears in “ Scripture.” The 
delay will be lessened as more space for answers becomes available. 


In his Lenten Pastoral the Bishop of Northampton has some valuable words on the 
subject of reading the Scriptures. He asks his flock to “ read and love the words of the 
Bible, especially the New Testament.” Some copies of this letter are available and 
may be obtained from the Secretary, C.B.A., St. Edmund’s College, Ware, Herts., if 
twopence is enclosed. 

Hebrew for Catholics. 1t might be thought that none but a few of the clergy teaching 


Scripture in the seminaries would be interested in learning Hebrew. However, a group 


of keen students meets for this purpose every Tuesday night at St. Joseph’s House, 129 
Malden Road, N.W.5. Under the able tuition of a Jewish Rabbi the Psalms are studied 
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and recited in their original tongue. Recollection-days and lectures Po phen ses at 
the Convent of Our Lady of Sion, Chepstow Villas, W.11, to study the “ Christian- 
Jewish relationship,” ya pea the common root of Christian and Jewish | liturgy. Fur- 
ther information may be obtained from Miss Charlotte Spirz, 129 Malden Road, NAW. 


A new pamphier. by Fr. Latiey S.J. has just been published by the Catholic Truth 
Society. It is entitled “ The Inte erpre tation of Scripture.’ ean’ rather intricate subject 
is treated in a way that will be readily followed by the erage layman. Numerous 
analogies and illustrations are provided from secular literature. 


eben. THe January number of the Carkolic Biblical Quarrerly is full of inter resung 
things. Among the activities of the American Bi blical Association we notice, besides 
lecture courses, tie establishment of a Biblical scholarship ‘ for the pursuit of higher 
studies in Scripture leading to the degree of Doctor of Sacred Scripture.” * The holder 
of the scholarshi ip will have a Ave-year course of studies in Rome and jerusalem. The 
January Quarterly alse contains a valuable article on “ The Old Testament and Canaan- 
ite Language an nd@ Literature” by Professor Albright, the well-known archaeologist. 
Membership o of the Ca tholic Biblical Association of America, which also entitles one to 
receive the Quarterly, may be sccured by sending a money order for {1-as annual sub- 
scription, to the Secretary, Catholic Biblical Association, Catholic University of Amenica, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 


Canada. The new Biblical Association has lost no time in getting under way. The 
Presideni, Fr. Ad Irie Malo, conducts a weekly broadcast on Biblical topics. A French 
traticlasion of the New Testament by Fr. Denis Buzy, first published in France in 1937, 
is now being reprinted in Canada fur popular use. 
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ut "ia S gicbe he Holy Father’s recommendations contained 

the Society of St. Jerome has been founded 
(= issued a Pastoral Letter commending the 
lere, as in North America, weekly Biblical radio programmes 


South America. T 
in the Encyclica! * Div. 
in Chile. The Archbis 
newly-founded society. 
have been started. 


Some Footnotes to a Future History of Criticism 
By Very Rev. Mcr. JOHN M. T. Barton, D.D., L.S.S., F.S.A. 


HE history of biblical criticism to which the tide refers is not, so far as ] am zware, 

yet written, and it is fairly certain that J shall not, in any event, be the author of 

it. Perhaps “ one of the authors” would be a more exact statement, since it is 
my opinion that, as in the case of many another oeuvre de longue haleine, it will demand 
more than one author for its completion. As I see it, it will have to be quite as long (if 
not, we may hope, quite so overwhelming) as Ralli’s Hisiory of Shakespearcan Criticism, 
and it might well be divided between two volumes, covering respectively the pe sriods 
before and after the great revolt of the sixteenth century. Alternatively, the decision 
might be taken to divide the first eighteen centuries of our era from the nineteenth century 
and after. 

Such a work, if it were to be in any degree readable, would have to include some per- 
sonal touches and individualizing details about the greater critics at least, and there must 
be a gentle but persistent reminder throughout that reading about books is no real ‘sub- 
stitute for reading the books themselves. (One exceptionally brilliant graduate told 
me that, when studying for the English Tripos at Cambridge, he was able, without 
having read Carlyle, to write intelligently about that author on the strength of one 
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lecture from an experienced crammer, but this is not an ideal to be imitated !) Finally 
though this will appear paradoxical to our opponents, the book must be written by a 
tholic or Catholics, since. speaking generally, only Catholic scholars are sufficiently 
versed in all sides of the critical questions, and have an adequate training not merely in 
the classical and orienzal lancuaces. burin the sciences of theology and systematic exegesis. 
When one has studied the very fu graphy to such a work as ‘An Introduction 10 
the New Testament by Dr. and Mrs. K pp Lake without discovering in the long sections 
> : } % 


on commentaries one single book by 2 Catholic author, it is easily to be perceived that 


Cathoiicum est ; non legerur is no empry formula even in mid-twentieth century. It 
is only fair to add that The Cesholic Enevelopacdia and two of the great French Diction- 
naires are listed in other sections, as are standard works by Bonsirven, Vincent and Abel, 
but why are such “ possessions for ever " as the commentaries by Lagrange, AJlo, Chaine, 
Schanz, Tillmann and Sickenberger (io mention no others) wholly disregarded? Surely 
ty are, despite what tie Lakes would consider the disadvantages of orthodoxy, slightly 
more recent than Loisy’s Avangiles Synoptigues or Tyrrell's Christianity at the Cress 
Roads? ; 

To tum from what may come to pass, in the years after this war, to the existing works 
or articles on biblical criticism means, for most of us, to seek a first orientation in the 
articles and bibliographies of three dictionaries to be found in most Catholic libraries 
of any size. The first, the Vacant-Mangeno:-Amann Dictionnaire de théologie catholique 
has a short article entitled “ Critique” in Vol. II], columns 2330-37 by the second of 
the three editors of 1 iant undertaking, Eugéne Mangenot. The author was a real 
scholar, and uie syn euc memoir of him in the ninth volume (coll. 1830-41) by his 
successor in the editorial clair, will give any reader a clear conception of a Catholic 
biblical studeni’s life and will convey something, at least, of the dignity of such a calling. 
Yet, alas; the article on Criticism is a disappointment, being little more than’a few ex- 
panded definitions of terms; it may be read in conjunction with Mangenot’s later article, 
“Interprétation de la Bible” ( 


* (Vol. VII, coll. 2290-2343), left unfinished at his death 
on March soth, 1922, and conipleted by one of his contributors, the Abbé Jean Riviére. 
Even so, neither article is in any sense a history of biblical criticism. 

This reproach does not zpply to tie late Pére Alfred Durand, S.J., for his contribution 
“ Critique Biblique ” in the first volume of the Dictionnaire Apologétique de la Foi Catho- 
ligue, coll. 760-819. Thie article opens with a“* Histoire sommaire de la Critique Bib- 
lique ” (columns 761-§0) which, if it passes very rapidiv over the period entitled “ Les 
origines ” (extending from St. Ignatius of Antioch to Richard Simon, Astruc, Lowth 
and Herder, all in rather less than five columns !) contains much that is interesting and 
more or less adequately developed about biblical criticism during the last century and 
ahalf. Old Testament criticism in this survey suffers from being mainly a list of names, 
but the criticism of the New Testament is discussed under the six comprehensive head- 
ings: (a) From the Socinians to Strauss ; (b) from Strauss to Renan ; (c) From Schicier- 
macher to A. Sabatier; (d) F. C. Baui and the Tubingen Schoo]; (e) The New Testa- 
ment and contemporary criticism ; and (f) the results of this criticism. On the whole, 
all allowance being made for overcompression and lack of sufficient elbow-room, this 
is one of the best summaries made by a Catholic writer. 

The third and last dictionary article 10 be mentioned occurs in the second volume of 
the late Canon Louis Pirot’s Supplément au Dictionnaire de la Bible. - \t is entitled “ Cri- 
tique Biblique ”’ (columns 175-240) and is the work of that eminent scholar and Roman 
consulior, the aie Dom Hildebrand Hépfi, O.S.B. Ar the time of his death (February 
4gth, 1934) attention was drawn to his great authority in promoting biblical studies and 
in elaborating the instructions of the Roman authorities on exegetical matters. His 
article is, as might be expected, a masterly survey of the field of biblical criticism, and is 
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divided under eight heads, namely: (1) Criticism in general; {2) Criticism as applied 
to Holy Scripture: its object and réle : (3) The methods of criticism ; (4) The limits 
of criticism; (5) Literary criticism - authenticity and integrity, literary types, sources 
of the sacred books; (6) Criticism and dogma; (7) Criticism and the Church; (8) 
Bibliography (down to 1925). All this is excellently done, but the history of criticism, 
as such, is not treated, though there are, of course, many references to the history of 
individual topics, such, for example, as that of the genres Fistéraires. ; 

Those who read Latin and who may wish to supplement Dom HOpfl’s article on the 
literary and historical side, may be referred to his Tracrerus de Inspirarione Sacraz Scrip- 
turae et Compendium Hermeneuticae Biblicae Catholicae (Rome, 1923) which contains a 
succinct Historia Exegeseos (pp. 222-79). Another useful survey is given in the first 
volume of Pére J. Renié, S.M.: Afanuel 2’ Eerirure Sainte (Emmanuel Vite, Lvon and 
Paris, 1935) under the title “ Histoire de ]"Exégése ” (pp. 216-62). Like all the volumes 
of Pére Renié’s course this contains a quantity of references to periodical and other 
literature. It is greatly to be hoped that, when the expected revival of biblical studies 
comes after the war, a new and up-to-date edition of this excellent manual may be pro- 
duced as speedily as possible. 

Two or three other works may be mentioned, all of which will have to be carefully 
studied by the future historian of exegesis. For the patristic period there is that mag- 
nificent synthesis by Pére Fulbert Cayré, A.A., entitled Précis de Patrologie (rwo volumes: 
Desclée, 1927 and 1930), of which the first volume has already appeared in an English 
translation by Fr. Hugh Howitt, A.A. In the Table Doctrinale I, c. (Vol. II, pp. 881-2) 
there is a most enlightening index, giving copious references to the patristic teaching on 
Holy Scripture as one of the sources of doctrine, on the Canon of the Bible, on Biblical 
texts, On exegesis and the senses of Scripture, on the value of Scripture, on the principal 
writers of homilies, and on patristic commentaries of the Bible. Readers of German 
will refer with profit to the late Mgr. Otto Bardenhewer’s Geschichte der altkirchlichen 
Literatur (Herder, Freiburg i B., 1902-24); the same author’s one-volume Patrology, 
translated into English by Mgr. T. ]. Shahan, a former rector of the Catholic University 
of America, may also be cordially recommended. 

There is one section of the future work that has now, it would seem, been successfully 
accomplished and wil] not need to be done again, at least for many years tocome. This 
is a general study of Rabbinic methods of exegesis, with special reference to their influence 
of St. Paul’s system of interpretation. That great Christian rabbinist Pére Joseph 
Bonsirven, S.J., the author of a vast and orderly work on Le Judaisme Palesiinien au 
Temps de Jésus-Christ (Beauchesne, Paris, 1935), brought out in 1939 2 book of some 
400 pages with the title Exégése Rabbinigue et Extgése Paulinienne, and this will be to 
the future historian of exegesis, for this section of his task, all, and more than all, that 
Hudibras was to His Majesty King Charles I] ! 

Historians of medieval exegetical methods will doubtless be most grateful to Miss Bery! 
Smalley for her accomplished monograph on The Study of the Bible in the Middle Ages 
(Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1941). In the words of the publisher’s announcement 
“it sets out to describe the changes of organization, technique and purpose in Biblical 
studies in north-western Europe from Bede (d. 735) to Nicholas of Lyra (d. 1349),” 
and the chapter on that “ little-known scholar who proved 10 be the St. Jerome of the 
twelfth century, Master Andrew of St. Victor” would by itself have made the book’s 

ublication a notable event in the history of exegesis. Jt may be advantageously studied 
side by side with The Legacy of Jsrae/ (Clarendon Press, 1927) which supplies additional 
information about Hebrew studies and the Jewish approach to exegesis, together with 
many other subjects, and has the advantage, denied to Miss Smalley’s book, of abundant 
illustrations. 
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_ Isthere anything equally good for the Reformation and Counter-Reformation periods? 
Certainly, the modern period is well-served by rwo Catholic writers of eminence. For 
the Old Testament there is Canon J. Coppens of Louvain: L’ Histoire Critigue del’ Ancien 
Testament (Castermann: Tournai and Paris, 1938) which, after an outline of the begin- 
nings of nineteenth-century criticism and its progress from Eichhorn 1o Wellhausen, 
furnishes wel!-arranged chapters on wie reaction against the Wellhausian schoo! and the 
prospects for really sound and scientific criticism in the years to come. In the sphere 
of New Testament studies there is available in an English translation the now classic 
work of Pére M.-J. Lagrange, O.P.: Le Sens du Christianisme d’aprés I’ Exégése Alle- 
monde (1918), in which the author covers the whole period from the false mysticism of 
Luther to the stil] recent school of Judaec-Pagan syncretism. The publishers of the 
French origina! are Gabalda of Paris, and the English version by Dr. W- S. Reilly S.S., 
en ted The Meaning of Christianity according to Luther and his followers in Germany 
was produced by Longmans in i920. The book may be supplemented for some later 
years by an article in the Rewue Bibligue for 1920 on “ L’Exégése biblique en Allemagne 
durant la guerre” (pp. 285-300) and by the tenth chapter (“ La Personne de Jésus- 
Christ ”) in Pére Lagrange’s Af. Loisy ez le Modernisme (Editions du Cerf, Juvisy, 1932). 

It will be seen that the future histonan of Biblical criticism should not be in want of 
material for his quest. Let us wish him good hunting, and express a!l proper gratitude 
and relief that the task will, no doubt, be done by somebody with plenty of time for 
reading and writing, the indispensable conditions for the making of really notable books. 


The Millenium: A Recent Decree of the 
Holy Office 


HE official text of the decree can be read in The Clergy Review, March 1945. . The 
precise point of the decree appears 10 be only this: that mitigated form of Mil- 
Jenarism which teaches that Clirist will return visibly before the Last Day in order 
to reign is unsafe (“ tuto doceri non poiest”). Now we must not read into the decree 
more than the carefully chosen words connote. We must not say that every form of 
the Millenium theory is now condemned; only that form of Millenarism is now con- 
demned which insists tha: Christ will rerum to the earth in visible form for some period 
previous to the fina! judgment. we ene 
In the last issue of Scriprure the main features of the Millenium theory as taught at 
present by Fr. Ramos Garcia at the Propaganda College, Rome, Jere passentet It 
will be recalled that he rejects the suggestion that Christ will return during the millenium 
in visible form. On p. 281 of his book Fr. Garcia says (1 translate) : 1 would prefer 
to call this system (i.e. what he himself teaches) * Millenism ’ rather than ‘ Millenarism, 
because the latter term by reason of its historical associations connotes, or at least suggests, 
that Christ and the Saints will be visibly present, and has other fantastic ideas, not to say 
errors.” Indeed, Fr. Garcia has been teaching his interpretation (which he claims to be 
founded on Holy Writ and Tradition) for several years in Rome, and he has been writing 
about it at Jeast since 1926. His teaching does not appear to be affected by the recent 
decree, and he will, doubiless, continue to see in the Apocalypse how the future events 
of the Church milizant will occur. They are like (he would say) a diptych : on one side 
we see the first resurrection (cf. Apoc. iv, §; 1 Thess. iv, 16; J Cor. xv, 25, 51 ff) leading 
to the social reign of the risen elect; on the other side we sec the general repucrecuon 
of good and bad in view of the individual and final judgment. Connecting the first 
side with the second we see the furure peaceful reign of the Messias manifested. This 
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does not mean that Christ and the saints will be Visibh present; it means that Satan 
Wika rendered absolutely powerless and Chris: and His Church will reign in the mass 

f men’s hearts. Hence, in this period (of indefinite duration) mankind will respect 
holiness, will cherish truth rather than lies—will practise love for the sake of Christ 
rather than hate for the sake of Saran. 

The decree observes that people have been asking the Holy See for some guidance 
about the truth of the Millenium theory. The Holy Office has replied by condemning 
one exaggeraied notion. it is not surprising thar many people are wondering if there 
is anything in the Millenium theory. Apocalyptic literature has its special appeal in 
times of stress and depression, and doubtless many people are wondering whether the 
time will ever come on this earth when the Church militant will be seen to triumph over 
Satan, when peoples will be guided in their actions and policies not by the lower passions 
but by Christian principles. 

It is difficult to discover any fairly recent writer Or teacher who maintains the visible 


retum of Christ before the final judgment. Possibly somebody on the continent has 
been making the suggestion during the War, and his work has not yet reached this 
country. A French Jady, Mile. Chasles, wrote a book Celui gui revienr some ten years 
ago, which suggests the visible return. But the book is nor of great significance, and it 


seems 10 be too remote to be the occasion for the recent decree. 
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Question and Answer 


at a - - . deed e Ps 
Zoroastrianism was noiable among ancient religions as a highly moralised mono- 
theism; it was in harmony with the Jewish religion and partly parental to 1."” W. J. 
Knight, Roman Vergil p. 6. How far is this an accurate statement ? 


It is incorrect. Zoroastrianism, the religion taught by Zarathustra in Eastern Iran 
at an unknown date, sometime berween 19000 and 600 B.C., was not monotheism bur 
dualism. It taught the eiernal co-existence and independent life of two Beings, the 
one good, the other evil. These rwo Beings were in eternal opposition, the one to the 
other, and their mutual strife constitutes the history of the world. Ir taught the certainry 
of ultimate victory of the good Being, called Ahura Mazda, and the defeat of the evil 
one called Angra Mainyu. But this final victory at some uncertain date in the future 
did not alter the fact that Ahura Mazda couid not, even by exerting all his power, over- 
come his enemy who was his twin-brother from all eternity. He could only drive him 
back to his realm of darkness, whilst he himself reigned in the realm of light. Since men 
were created by the good Being it was their dury to side with him. If they did, they 
would reign with him and be happy eternally in the realm of light. If the sum of their 
good deeds was larger than thar of their evil deeds, they went after death to Ahura Mazda. 
If their evil deeds predominated, they went to Angra Mainyu. The system admitted 
of no pardon or forgiveness. Men were fellow-strugglers with the good Being here 
on earth and their future happiness depended absolutely upon the predominance of their 
good actions in this life. The Jewish religion, on the other hand, taught the uniqueness, 
independence and omnipotence of the one and only God, Who is the Creator and Ruler 
of all things, Who cannot be defeated, even temporarily, and is not engaged in any 
struggle whatsoever. He can moreover exercise mercy and pardon; and upon His 
forgiveness man’s future depends. The opposition berween the two religions, the 
Jewish and the Mazdaean, is therefore so fundamental that any dependence of the former 
on the latier could only be superficial and in unimportant details. But even such depend- 
ence is not proven. The similarity between Mazdaean and Jewish angel-lore is some- 
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+ mes adduced as pointing 10 interdependence, but the likeness is roo faint to justify th- 


conclusion. Mazdaean “ angels” are only metaphors, personified abstractions. More- 
over the Jewish religion was evidently fixed in ali essentials before there was any historical 
contact berween the rwo religions. ’ 

The more recent attempts at showing a dependence of Judaism on tenets of the Persian 
religion, such as a General Judgment at the end of time, a confiagration of the world, 
the expectation of s Saviour or Messias, the final overthrow of the Power of Evil, must 
be considered as having failed, for we do not know the date of these opinions nor how 
widespread they were among the Persians. Our vague sources of information, the 
inscriptions of the early Kings, the Gathas or religious songs, and finally the Avesta, the 
sacred book of their religion, but above all the uncertainty of the date, influence and 
character of the preaching of Zoroaster, make a definite conclusion impossible regarding 
any historica] contact berween Jewish and Iranian teaching. On this question one may 
us ‘ully consult Lagrange, Le Judzisme evant Jésus Christ, p. 388 ff (second edition 1931). 

J. P. ARENDZEN. 


Book Reviews 


The Original Order end Chapters of St. John’s Gospel. By F. R. Hoare. With an 
Introduction by the Very Rev. Mgr. John M. T. Barton, D.D. Burns, Oaies & Wash- 
bourne, Ltd., 1944. 10s. 6d. net. 

T is becoming ever more widely recognised chat some early mishap caused a disar- 
rangement of the order originally intended by St. John in his Gospel. There is 
as yet, however, no agreement about the passages which have been displaced. And 

as it is manifestly essential ro the correct understanding of what the Apostle wrote that 

the Gespe! should be read in the order he intended, every attempt to solve this complex 
problem deserves 2 hear:y welcome. The book before us is based on the double foun- 
dation of a careful ex tion of the Evangelist’s narrative and an exact aritimerical 
calculation. If a passaze has become displaced, the fact is likely to betray itself by the 
jagzedness of joins that were not of the author’s making. Such criteria are, however, 
obviously open to the canger of subjectivism, and provisional results must be controlled 
by some objective standard. This is provided by a calculation of the length of passages 

which could be accidentally misplaced, whether they were written on the leaves of a 

codex in modern book form or on sheets designed to be joined together to form a velumen 

or roll. 

Mr. Hoare finds himself able 10 accept only one of the dislocations known by him to 
have been proposed by earlier writers. This is the passage comprising verses 15-24 
of chapter vii. There is general agreement that the original home of this passage was 
immediately after chapter v. An attractive suggestion of Mr. Hoare’s is that the inter- 
view with the Samaritan woman, iv, 34-43, 100k place during our Lord’s journey north 
from the Jordan after his Baptism and should come afier chapier i. This avoids the 
present awkward join with iv, 44 and eliminates the difficulty of the long Judean minisury 
indicated by the text in its present order. There is reason to fear that others will disagree 
with some of Mr. Hoare’s remaining conclusions as he has disagreed with theirs. His 
work is based on the supposition that the original document, the sheets of which became 
disarranged, was very carefully and exactly written with a definite number of letters to 
the line und of lines to the column. But very likely it was not. Such an exactly written 
document would probably be the work of a professional copyist, whereas the sheets in 
question were probably written by a non-professional disciple of the aged Apostle. 
A considerable deviation, therefore, in the number of Jetters in a passage from that in 
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vil, 15-24 or its multiple or subdivision does not necessarily prove thar the passage could 
not have been disarranged from its true position. 


AINE 


The grounds for 


, 
2 32 


ai chapter vi was intended by St. John to precede chapter 
V are so strong that many regard it as certain, and surprise wil! be caused by the fact that 
Mr. Hoare’s re-arrangement does not allow for this inversion of order. The author is 
certainly in error in suggesting thar this inversion has been adopted out of a desire to show 
that our Lord’s public ministry did not last for three years. On the contrary it is the 
conviction that chapter vi preceded chapter v in St. John’s narrative and that consequently 
the feast of v, 1 is the Pasc! announced as near in vi, 4 that has induced wniters to believe 
that there were only th ischs in Our Lord’s public ministry and that it lasted only 
some time over two full years. 

The reader who is led by the nile to expect an arrangement of the whole text into what 
Mr. Hoare thinks were the original chapters, will be disappointed, as no indication is 
given after the end of chapter xvi. “After that point the author holds it to be impossible 
to establish the original divisions. 
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EDMUND F. SuTcuiFFe, S.]. 


Biblical Films 


“ The Historical Background of the Bible” series (16 mm.—silent) obtainable from 
Religious Films Lrd., Church Walk, Dunstable, Beds. 


. 


SF 8 does not do justice to the magnificent scenic beauty of the Sinai peninsula, and there 
is no view of Jebel Musa, the holy mountain. Some good pictures of the Jordan near 
Jericho are however given. A view of 2 large tent is shown as an example of what the 
Israelite Tabernacle looked like. This is followed by a model of the Tabernacle, con- 
structed according to the directions given in the Book of Exodus, with the comment that 
this is what the Israelites of later ages imagined the Tabernacle to have looked like. An 
unfounded assertion. No doubt in later times the Tabernacle was constructed somewhat 
more elaborately and some details may have been inserted in the Pentaieuch, but one can 
scarcely dismiss large portions of the Book of Exodus as imagination! SF 9 descnbing 
the settlement in Canaan gives some good views of the land and the agriculrural methods 
of its inhabitants. Their way of harvesting is seen to be very similar to that of the 
Egyptians. In siudying Israc!’s battles (SF 10) it is important to know the distribution 
of Israelites and Canaanites: this is shown on a map. The plain of Esdraelon, most 
fertile part of Palestine, appears as the chief bone of contention. Views are also given 
of Megiddo, Shunem, Mounts Tabor and Gilboa. Many passages of Deuteronomy are 
here illustrated by customs of modern Palestine. The special period of the monarchy 
is naturally hard to reproduce in a film (SF 11). The Philistine menace is shown in 
maps and photographs and the extent of Saul’s kingdom delineated. Modern Jeruszlem 
appears on the screen as David’s capital. No doubt many of its narrow streets and 
their inhabitants have not altered greatly, but the impression is also given thar David’s 
city covered roughly the same area as the modern Jerusalem. This, of course, was not 
so. His city was on the hill of Ophel, which is outside the walls of the present city 
and is very much smaller in extent. Dealing with Solomon’s reign the film shows 
cedars growing on Mount Lebanon whence the wood was obtained for the construction 
of the Temple. The site of the Temple (now Haram esh Sherif) is photographed from 
the air and from the Mount of Olives. Solomon’s love of luxury was largely responsible 
for the breakaway of the northern tribes afier his death; and luxurious living coupled 
with idolatry eventually brought about whe downfall of the rwo kingdoms. 
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